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ST. ANTHONY’S SCHOOL 
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Friday 22 March 2019 

Learning in perfect harmony 

Respectfully acknowledging the original custodians of this land in the  

City of Greater Dandenong, The Wurundjeri people 

St Anthony’s Parish and St Anthony’s Primary School hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as  
central and fundamental responsibilities of the Church. St Anthony’s is  fully compliant with all policies in relation to Child 
Safety. These documents ensure compliance with the Victorian Government Child Safety Standards which took effect on 1  
January 2017 and reflect our Parishes’ ongoing commitment to ensuring that all children are safe, happy and empowered.  
For more information on the Child Safe Standards:  http://www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/  

Dear Families and friends, 
 
This week we are reflecting on our Lent journey. With the 
horrific terrorist attacks in Christchurch in the headlines and 
those impacted in our hearts, there has been a profound 
effect on many of us, even though we may not have been 
directly affected. WIth this in mind I’d like to pay particular 
attention to the words of Cathy Jenkins who is Director of the 
Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation. She writes about the 
Journey of Lent and life lessons from the Camino. 
 
Imagine walking on a path where millions of feet from other 
lands and cultures have previously walked, feet that have 
trod hundreds of miles to reach a sacred site. Think of what 
is would like to have that same path and those same stones beneath your feet as you, too, walk for many weeks to reach the 
same destination. 
 
Perhaps this is a little like the path we walk in Lent. This Lenten path has been walked by millions of our ancestors... ‘Each of us 
has a Camino, a road of life. This road allows us access to the spiritual richness of those who have travelled before us and those 
who travel with us now’. 
 
As the forty days of Lent progress, the story of Jesus’ journey to the cross and beyond intensifies. The account of Jesus’ physical 
journey conveys to us a sense of urgency. Each year, the rich scriptural passages take us on a journey that prepares us for Holy 
Week and the dramatic recalling of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
 
And perhaps this is a little of what we are trying to do when we create an environment for people of faith to enter into the Lenten 
spirit—a way of reminding us that in Lent we join with pilgrims all over the world as we once again bring our joys, troubles and 
hopes and add them to the cross that Jesus continues to carry for us.  
 
We are about to begin our final two week journey of Term 1. It has been a richly rewarding term and a very settled time of  
learning for your children and our staff. We have crammed in more than you can imagine and continue to celebrate the richly  
diverse multicultural and multi faith community that we are.  
 
Advice on how to talk to children about traumatic events 
 
If you ever require any support at all we have a core team of leaders and community leaders who are here to help. Our Executive 
leadership team, wider leadership team and community hubs team have access to a range of resources to assist you with any 
support you require for your children and family. Our Wellbeing team is also available led by James Gow and our supported  
students team led by Susan Kubiak and Deana Portia. We have many programs and support structures available to all of our 
families here at school and we welcome you to see us at any time if needed. Every person flourishing and known. 
 
We also remind you that all of the staff at St Anthony’s are more than willing to work with you and listen to you if there is a  
problem and when approached in a respectful and communicative manner. It is important that this home/school relationship is 
nurtured by family and school. Sometimes a reminder of this acceptable conduct is needed. At the time of enrolment all parents 
sign the Parent Code of Conduct and commit to upholding respectful community expectations. I attach this  link to this code for 
your perusal.  The St Anthony’s School environment is the staff work environment and one which we work hard to maintain high 
expectations. We expect respectfulness from our children and this always needs to be modelled through parent interactions with 
staff and other parents.  
 
Go gently and as always, if you have any feedback, questions or ideas we’d love to hear about them. Positive feedback drives our 
work forward. Positive interactions drive our work forward. 
 
God bless 
Patrika Rowley  

http://www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/


Diary Dates for Term 1, 2019 Weeks 9 and 10  

2019 

TERM 1 What/Who When Where 

Week 9 

Monday 25th 

Peace and Prosperity Garden 
Open afternoon 
Kidsline Online Safety Incursion 3/4 

9-2pm 
2.30-6.30pm 
2.30-3.30pm 

Government House 
School and ELC 
Learning Spaces 

Tuesday 26 

Adult English Class 
Adult Computer Class 
Road Safety Program 

9.30-12.30pm 
9.30-11.30am 
1-3pm 

Adult Learning Space 
Adult Computer Space 
Adult Learning Space 

Wednesday 27 

  
Class Mass 1/2PL and AB 
Adult Computer Class 
Playgroup 

  
9.30am 
1pm-3pm 
9.30-11.30am 

  
Church 
Adult Computer Space 
Playgroup 

Thursday 28 

Playgroup 
Prep excursion Casey Safety Village 
Regional Swimming 

9.30-11.30am 
10am 
1:00-3:30pm 

Playgroup 
Casey safety village 
MSAC (Melbourne Sports and Aquatic 
Centre) 

Friday 29 
Assembly 
Adult English Language Class 

9.00am 
9.30-1.00pm 

School Hall 
Adult Computer Space 

Week 10 

Monday 1 Peace and Prosperity Garden 9-2pm Government House 

Tuesday April 2 

Adult English Class 
Adult Computer Class 
Road Safety Program 

9.30-12.30pm 
9.30-11.30am 
1-3pm 

Adult Learning Space 
Adult Computer Space 
Adult Learning Space 

Wednesday 3 

  
Class Mass Preps and Buddies 
Adult Computer Class 
Playgroup 
Melbourne Arts Centre Excursion 1/2 

  
9.30am 
1pm-3pm 
9.30-11.30am 
9-2pm 

  
Church 
Adult Computer Space 
Playgroup 
Melbourne Arts Centre 

Thursday 4 
Playgroup 
HARMONY DAY 

9.30-11.30am 
ALL DAY 

Playgroup 
WHOLE SCHOOL 

Friday 5 

FINAL DAY OF TERM finish at 
2.30PM 
No Assembly 
Adult English Language Class 

  
  
9.30-1.00pm 

  
Adult Computer Space 

School resumes for Term 2 on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

ABSENTEES 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school, can you please call the 
school office on 95460044 before 9.00am. Alternatively, you can email the 
school to notify of your child’s absence at   
office@sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au, or log the absence via the link on the 
website. 
If we do not receive notification of an absence by 9.30am we are required 

under new regulations to message you at home or work to follow up the 

absence. Please notify the school of all absences. 

mailto:office@sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au


Message from our Principal 
VACPSP Conference 
Next week I will be attending the Victorian Association of Catholic Primary School Principal’s from Tuesday to Friday. Attending 
with me will be James Gow, Jodie Bawden and Ellis Warrener. In the absence of myself and James, acting in leadership for the 
week will be Glennis Kerr, Deana Portia and Morgan Schorer. The school is in very capable hands with this team of leaders. If 
you have any concerns please contact these leaders. 

 
Canteen 
From Term 2 our school canteen will only be open for lunches and counter sales on WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. 

This means no canteen on MONDAY or TUESDAY. Canteen sales on these days are minimal and there is no need for 

us to be open on these days anymore. It will also mean that we can have Eileen working with our students in the learning spac-

es more often supporting everyone. 

 

Healthy Eating Habits 
Students need to eat a variety of foods every day to be healthy and perform well at school. Ideal school lunches should include 
at least one item from each food group and also include water. We are noticing lots of sugary juices and juice boxes at 
school and encourage WATER ONLY.  Please send in a water bottle. 
Our new eating times are impacting positively on student behaviours and student learning. Please be reassured that if 
children are hungry they are encouraged to eat more food at either first recess or second recess. Eating is always 
monitored carefully. Healthy eating is encouraged for learning.  
Please click here to read the St Anthony’s Healthy Eating Policy 
Encourage students to get involved in the planning, shopping and preparation of foods for their school lunches, so they are 
more likely to enjoy them. Please use the guide below to help you to pack a healthy lunch. Pick and mix one tasty option from 
each of the five core food groups to create a healthy lunchbox every day: 

 

Fruit (e.g. fresh, frozen, pureed and 

canned in natural juice 

Vegetables, legumes and beans 

Milk, yoghurt, cheese and alternatives 

Lean meats and poultry, fish, eggs, 

tofu, nuts and seeds, and  

 legumes/beans 

Grain (cereal) foods 

Plain water  

"This information has been sourced from 

the Better Health Channel and is 

available at 

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au". 

 
 

 

https://docdro.id/Vc4jEGg
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/


Message from our Principal 

Celebration of learning 
Please join us on Fridays in the Hall for our weekly 

celebration of learning and school assembly. We’d 

love to see you there to share the learning. 

Kids Helpline - Anytime Any rea-
son 
https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 
This week we were told that the kids 
helpline has an online help domain 
now.  
Children who are not comfortable to 
call the 1800 number can go to the 
website (see the link above) and 
enter the age appropriate link to get 
mental health and wellbeing support. 

In praise of: The students in our SRC group for  
organising some of the rules and expectations for our new 
painted games in the bus shelter. It is great to have these 
working finally. Well done. 
 

“Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach and 
your actions speak.”  Saint Anthony of Padua  

Prep 2020 

If you have a child starting school in 

Prep next year please come and get 

your enrolment form from Jamil and 

submit your form before the end of 

Term 1. It is important that we have 

current families listed as soon as  

possible. We have had several tours 

so far and are very excited about  

welcoming new families to our  

community. 

 

Click here to book a tour at one of 

the open days 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?embed&eid=479117
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?embed&eid=479117


Message from our Principal 

ABSENTEES 
 
If your child is going to be absent from school, can you please call the school office 
on 95460044 before 9.00am. Alternatively, you can email the school to notify of your 
child’s absence at  office@sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au, or log the absence via the 
link on the website. If we do not receive notification of an absence by 9.30am we 
are required under new regulations to message you at home or work to follow up 
the absence. Please notify the school of all absences. 

Key enrolment dates for Year 5 students in 2019 starting Year 7 in 2021  
 
Critical Dates  

 Term 1 – 29 January 2019: Applications open for Year 5 students  

 commencing Year 7 in 2021.  

 Term 3 – 23 August 2019: Applications close.  

 Term 4 – 18 October 2019: Offers posted to prospective Year 7, 2021  

 applicants.  

 Term 4 – 1 November 2019: Final date for families to accept offer made by 
school   

Prayer spaces in our library for Holy Week and Alleluia Week 
 
This year to celebrate the events of 
Holy Week and teach the meanings 
that accompany every event we are 
setting up 8 beautiful prayer  
spaces in the Library. Each  
neighbourhood will take one aspect of 
Holy Week and create a prayerful 
spaces for every person to visit over 
the week. There will be a reflection, scripture and an activity for all students to take part in so 
that this week can be an opportunity for every person to enter their own sacred space. You are 
welcome to visit our prayer spaces. These are our themes: 
 
Palm Sunday - Joy 
The Last Supper - Friendship 
Gethsemane - Big Questions 
Carrying the Cross - Worries 

 

‘Prayer is key to a living faith, nourishing the soul and orienting each person to God. The  

Catholic school makes time to pray daily, keeping the presence of God at the forefront of each 

school day and connecting it to the church community and the wider world. In Melbourne’s multi

-faith and diverse cultural context, the school community respectfully invites all to prayer,  

enabling deep encounters between faith and contemporary life, while encouraging a lived  

response. Drawing from rich prayer traditions, a variety of ways of praying are encouraged:  

individual and communal, vocal and silent, informal and liturgical. Prayer engenders a way of 

being in the world and a perspective on life that, at times, can be challenging and  

counter-cultural. Through prayer, the sacred is acknowledged, assented to and celebrated. It 

marks the times when we affirm the presence of God and the sacredness of everyday life. 

Members of the Catholic school community embrace a prayerful attitude that is open to a  

personal encounter with God and nurturing of humility, reflection, and a rich inner life.’ 
(Religious Dimension of the Catholic School, a foundation statement of Horizons of Hope: An Education Framework for the 

Archdiocese of Melbourne) 

mailto:office@sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au


What’s happening in the Parish 

Harmony Day is fast approaching on Thursday April 4th and it would be great if we had some 

volunteers to help set up/pack down, distribute food or help in the classroom.  A note will be 

sent out via Dojo and a hard copy will go home with your child. If you can’t help out, please feel 

free to enjoy the parade and morning tea from 9am.  Everyone is invited to wear their cultur-

al dress or ORANGE colours 

Deputy Principal’s News 



Looking back, even twenty years, at teaching and learning 

in Primary school; teachers and teaching was often different 

than what we see in classrooms/learning spaces at  

St. Anthony’s today. 

 

St Anthony’s teachers are more highly educated/qualified to 

teach than in the past. All teachers have four-year teaching 

degrees or 3 or four year degrees in a discipline like science, 

arts, language and then complete a Masters in teaching. 

Many of our teachers and school leaders have Masters  

degrees related to educational leadership, student  

wellbeing and other related disciples in addition to their 

teaching qualifications. 

 

Educational and child development research in the past 

decade has changed the way that teachers and school 

leaders understand what teachers need to do for children to 

learn best. St Anthony’s teachers apply this knowledge to build students skills and knowledge, and to  

ensure that students are both challenged and supported to flourish. 

 

Students are provided with a range of experiences, which are expertly designed to drive student academic, spiritual 

and personal growth by highly educated and skilled teachers and school leaders. Teaching and Learning at  

St Anthony’s engages students to think deeply, to learn actively and to strive to achieve. 

 

Teaching and Learning at St Anthony’s in 2019 is very different from days gone by, when students sat at desks in rows 

and were all expected to learn the same thing at the same time. Like many areas of society teaching has  

advanced and developed as a profession with highly educated staff who rely on  high quality research to deliver 

high impact teaching. Our children are the  winners and benefit from the most informed and rigorous teaching and 

learning strategies in history. 

 

Sue Brown 

Family-School Liaison 

Learning & Teaching Update 

Religious Education News 
Pope Francis said that “every person ought to have the awareness that  
purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an economic – act.”  
Cocoa is a key ingredient of chocolate and many children in West Africa are 
enslaved to pick the cocoa beans. They will never taste the delicious chocolate 
their slavery helps produce. Buy only slavery-free chocolate to ensure no  
enslaved children were involved in the production. To buy slavery-free Easter 
chocolate look for any of these three certification symbols (below) on the 
wrappers: FAIRTRADE, Rainforest Alliance and UTZ. It’s delicious and you 
can buy it at ALDI, Haigh’s, Oxfam and other leading supermarkets and 
shops.  
 
Good news: Late in 2018 the Federal Government passed the Modern Slavery 

Act, which will ask big companies to report on their efforts to introduce slavery-free goods and  
services.  
 
Action: Watch the Pope’s video at: 
 

 https://acrath.org.au/pope-francis-invites-
prayer-for-human-trafficking-victims/ 

https://acrath.org.au/pope-francis-invites-prayer-for-human-trafficking-victims/
https://acrath.org.au/pope-francis-invites-prayer-for-human-trafficking-victims/


 

Congratulations to all students who participated in the Division Swimming on Friday 1st 

of March. Everyone showed a high level of perseverance and sportsmanship on the day! 

Congratulations to Gavin Benjamin in 5/6 ST who shall be competing in Butterfly at  

Regionals next Thursday! 

Sports News 



Presenting our new  

St Anthony's Advisory 

Group for 2019.  

Welcome to Krutisha, 

Anna, Sos and Karen. 

We look forward to 

working with you all to 

enable the full  

flourishing of every 

person here at  

St Anthony's. 

St. Anthony’s Advisory Group 2019 

Visual Arts News 
In Visual Arts, The Wearable Art cane and tissue paper sculpture unit of L5/6 is 
coming along nicely. Students are developing ways to manage wet tissue whilst 
creating in three dimensions!  



Community Announcements 



Community Announcements 
FREE Beginners Adult  

Computer Class  

on Mondays 12.45 to 2.45pm.  

 

Unfortunately there will be no babysitting 

available at this class. This class is kindly 

funded by Keysborough Learning Centre.  




