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Dear Families, 
 

Welcome back. It was wonderful to see all the smiling 
and excited faces as children and families arrived to 
begin the 2018 school year. What a fabulous beginning 
everyone has had. Welcome especially to our new Preps 
and our new families. St Anthony’s is a vibrant, 
welcoming and nurturing school. It is very evident that 
family – school partnerships are a vital part of this 
community. I have been truly welcomed in and had a 
wonderful beginning to my new role as Principal of St. 
Anthony’s. 
 

In the coming weeks there will be opportunities to meet 
with the teachers at our information sharing sessions, 
celebrate Mass together and share friendships at the 
Prep buddy BBQ along with many other opportunities. I 
have met many lovely people over the past two weeks 
and I look forward to getting to know each and every one 
of you over the coming months. 
 

The following article talks about the importance of the 
school and home, working closely together. 
 
Why are family-school partnerships important? 
Families are the first educators of their children and they 
continue to influence their children’s learning and 
development during the school years and long 
afterwards. Schools have an important responsibility in 
helping to nurture and teach future generations and 
families trust schools to provide educational foundations 
for their children’s future. At the same time, schools need 
to recognise the primary role of the family in education. 
This is why it is important for families and schools to work 
together in partnership. 
Research demonstrates that effective schools have high 
levels of parental and community involvement. This 
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involvement is strongly related to improved student 
learning, attendance and behaviour. Family 
involvement can have a major impact on student 
learning, regardless of the social or cultural 
background of the family. 
Family involvement in schools is therefore central to 
high quality education and is part of the core business 
of schools. 
These partnerships: 
• view each partner as making equally valuable 
contributions, while respecting different contributions; 
• respect student needs and preferences; 
• address barriers to involvement in schools by 
families and actively help previously uninvolved 
families to become involved; 
• create better programs, opportunities and learning for 
students; 
• give families appropriate opportunities to contribute 
to school. 
Developing family-school partnerships may not always 
be easy but the results will be significant. Families that 
understand the education system and the difficulties 
schools face are a valuable source of support which 
schools cannot afford to underestimate. Schools that 
engage families in their children’s learning are tapping 
in to a rich source of information and expertise and 
can help build communities. 
From “FAMILY - SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 
FRAMEWORK” (Department of Education 
Employment and Workplace Relations) 
 
God bless 
Patrika Rowley 
Principal 



SCHOOL NEWS 

ABSENTEES 
If your child is going to be absent from school, can you please call the school office on 

95460044 before 9.00am. Alternatively, you can email the school to notify of your child’s  

absence at  office@sanoblepark.catholic.edu.au or send a notification through Flexibuzz. 

If we do not receive notification of an absence by 9.30am we will be required under new  

regulations to call you at home or work to follow up the absence. We have until the end of 

Term 2 to comply with new regulations. We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring this 

happens.  

 

We would like to officially wel-

come Emily Prato, who will be 

teaching Physical Education in 

2018. Emily has been busily  

preparing for PE lessons and 

stock-taking in the sports  

department and is looking  

forward to welcoming the  

children into her learning space. 

We also welcome back Tina 

Meade from Maternity Leave. Tina 

has welcomed her Year 1/2s back this year and created a beautiful space 

for them to learn in. Welcome back to all staff and congratulations on  

ensuring a fantastic  

THANK YOU 

A very big thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who give their time to our school. 

Thank you to Ali for watering our garden over the break, to Bill for his continued support of 

photocopying in the office, to Jeannette and Phuong who come in once a week and work on 

literacy skills with our students and to Michael who volunteers in the canteen.   

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to all the staff and students of St. Anthony’s who have 

started 2018 with great joy and motivation. Tuesday was a wonderful day 

and it seems that all learning areas are off to a flying start. Thanks  

especially to our dedicated teachers who have spent considerable holiday 

time preparing their beautiful learning spaces. 



THINGS TO DO 



SCHOOL NEWS 

A REMINDER TO ALL PARENTS THAT THE 

WEEKLY NEW LOOK NEWSLETTER IS THE 

MAJOR FORM OF COMMUNICATION  

BETWEEN SCHOOL AND HOME. WE  

ADVERTISE UPCOMING EVENTS, KEEP YOU 

ABREAST OF WHAT HAS BEEN  

HAPPENING AROUND THE SCHOOL AND 

EACH WEEK, SHOWCASE WHAT HAS BEEN 

HAPPENING AROUND THE SCHOOL. 

PLEASE READ THE NEWSLETTER EACH 

FORTNIGHT AND TAKE NOTE OF SPECIAL 

DATES.  

The newsletter is published every  

fortnight and will be sent to each family elec-

tronically via Flexibuzz. If you need a printed 

copy of the newsletter, a small number of 

these are available at the school office (we do 

not give individual children a printed newslet-

ter). If you need help to download Flexibuzz 

(App store) please see your child’s teacher.  

CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund) 
 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility 

for the CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund) 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a  

student must: 

 

 On the first day of Term one or on the first day of Term 

two; 

 Be a holder of a Veterans Affairs gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card 

holder (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

 Be a temporary foster parent 

 

Please return the application form (sent home this week) to the school office no later than Fri-

day 23rd  February. 

Parents who only receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allow-

INTERESTED IN NETBALL? 
 
Girls and boys 8-11 years old needed for indoor Saturday 
morning netball  

competition in Dandenong starting  

Februrary the 17th. Training on Mondays in  

Dandenong.  

 

Cost $5 per game.  

Uniform hire  

available.  

Call Chloe:  

0432 606 798 



GREAT START FOR 1/2 KO! 

 

SAMMY GEBERT’S BACK TO SCHOOL POEM
(5/6 WE)  
 

We are back at school. 
On the first day we are like fools. 
On summer holidays I like to sleep, 
But when I’m back to school I fall in a big heap. 
Friends are back to play around, 
you can hear the noisy sound. 
At lunch and snack we are all munching, 
and you hear crunching. 
You play outside in the sunshine, 
You can see cloud lines. 
School has finished and we say goodbye. 
Have a good night.   



SCHOOL NEWS 

The payment of school fees is crucial to the 

running of the school. We appreciate your 

ongoing commitment to this. We currently 

receive 92% of what we should in school fee 

payments. Catholic Education Melbourne re-

quires us to receive 95%. Please ensure that 

your payment is factored into your budget. 

 

FEE STATEMENTS 

Fee statements will be sent home next week. 

Direct Debit and Credit card payments com-

mence next week. 

If you need to make any changes to your Di-

rect Debit or Credit Card payment details 

please collect a form from the school office 

as soon as possible. Please make sure you up-

date any credit card expiry date details when 

needed. 

INFORMATION SHARING SESSIONS 

 

All staff will be holding Parent Information 

sharing Sessions On Thursday 15th February 

from 3.30pm - 8.30pm. These sessions are 

designed to give parents an outline of what 

will be covered in their child’s classroom, to 

pass on relevant administrative information 

and to give parents an opportunity to get to 

know their child’s teacher. It is also an oppor-

tunity for parents to share any relevant infor-

mation about their child. 

 

More information to come. 

PARKING, ARRIVING AND PICK UP 
 

A reminder to all parents that the gate from Alfred St is not an 

access point for pick up or drop off for St. Anthony’s children. 
We ask that all St. Anthony’s families please use the Buckley St. 

access or enter on foot from Alfred St. via the gate to the school 

oval. This is more important than ever as now the Alfred St. ELC 

requires access and the safety of all ELC families and staff is our 

priority. 

Please follow the car park arrows and rules to ensure everyone’s 

safety at school drop off and pick up from Buckley St.. 

School gates open at 8.20am 

Learning spaces open at 8.40am 

Classes begin at 8.50am 

School concludes at 3.20pm and all students need to be picked up promptly. 

We thank you for your support in ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all students and staff. 



SCHOOL NEWS 
It is an expectation that all children should be in correct school uniform at all times; this includes black, leather school 

shoes (runners only to be worn on sport days), school coloured ribbons and hair ties. If for any reason your child cannot 

wear a correct uniform item a signed note must be sent to your child’s teacher. All children need a hat, to be worn outside, 

throughout the school year. Please find the uniform list in this newsletter and on the Flexibuzz App.  



SCHOOL NEWS 
ARRIVALS  
 

Congratulations to The Nguyen family 

(Helen 5/6 Webb) on the arrival of a baby 

boy. Baby Tai Duong arrived in the holidays. 

Congratulations. 

A REMINDER 
 

A reminder to all families to be vigilant 

around online safety and age appropriate 

online access for all children. Given the  

National spotlight on the impact of  

cyberbullying in recent weeks, we aim to 

ensure that all staff, students and families 

are reminded about: 

 

How to use technology in a safe and  

responsible way 

How to behave appropriately online 

What to do if they are worried about 

something they see online or something 

that is sent to them electronically 

 

All staff and students will be revisiting  

policy, acceptable use, rules and regulations 

that will help to protect them when using 

technology. 

Foundation community 

BBQ 
 

All foundation and year 5/6  

families are invited for a BBQ in 

the community  

garden from 5-6pm on  

Tuesday 20th February. Please 

send your slip back to school 

indicating your RSVP for  

catering  



SEL WEEK 2018 



SCHOOL NEWS 



FOUNDATION GRACIE FIRST DAY! 



RELIGIOUS NEWS 

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time- Year B 

 GOSPEL 
Mk 1:40-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

The leprosy left him and he was cured. 

Jesus never judged people by their appearance 
 or paid any attention to what others thought of them.   
Time and again he made tax collectors and other  
outcasts feel welcomed and loved.  This week we 
 hear how Jesus changed the life of a leper who asked  
for his help.  The healing power of Jesus cures the leper.   
Lepers were once considered to be outcasts.  
  
There are times in our own lives when we reduce others to “lepers” – people who are broken and in need of 
help, people, who don’t “fit” our image of success or people who are on the outer, in pain or not able to fit in.  
It may be that we make ourselves isolated from others and remove ourselves from family and community.  
Jesus challenges us all to put aside our fears, doubts and personal interests and take the first step in healing 
the brokenness that keeps us from accepting and helping one another.  As individuals and as a community we 
are challenged to be like Christ and reach out and touch people who are in need of acceptance and compas-
sion. Jesus has showed us how! 
  

 

Healing  
Jesus, just as the leper trusted in your love and compassion, we can, too.  Help all those who are suffering or ill, and 

touch them with your love so that their lives will be transformed.  
  

Leader: For all who suffer through illness, may they experience the healing love of Christ. We pray to the Lord.  

All: Lord, send us your Spirit.  

Leader: For all who seek healing, may they be filled with new hope and strength.  We pray to the Lord.  

All: Lord, send us your Spirit. 

Leader: For all who are dedicated to the care of the sick, may they receive the grace to continue their ministry of com-

passion. We pray to the Lord.  

All: Lord, send us your Spirit. 

Leader: For the families and friends of those who are ill, may their faith bring them strength to support their loved 

ones.  We pray to the Lord.  

All: Lord, send us your Spirit.  Amen.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

BLESSING OF LENTEN PROMISES 

Tuesday 13th February at 2:30pm 

Big Hall 

Wednesday 14th February  

  

L3-6 attending Parish Mass at 9:30am 

LF-2 Prayer Service at 2:30 in Padua 

Building 
 

CONDOLENCES 
 

Our prayers and thoughts are 

with Chris and Sue Reys and 

their family. Sue’s mother 

passed away in the holidays. 


